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The Month of July
< Events

1) 10t Asia Pacific Conference on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
During the month of July three webinars were conducted to commemorate the 10" APCRSHR.
The topics that were discussed includes; Addressing Barriers to Accelerate progress on SHR in
Asia Pacific, Accelerating Rights and Choices for all in a post-COVID Asia and Pacific and
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in the Pacific.

+ Social Media Campaigns

1) Comprehensive sexuality education.
During the month of July, a social media campaign was conducted to raise awareness on
comprehensive sexuality education. In these posts the common myths surrounding CSE were
addressed in relation to statistical data and information.
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2) The ministerial election.
The ministerial election was held in August and a social media campaign was carried out to
encourage women to vote. The importance of an individual’s vote to bring positive change in
the society and most importantly a positive change in the area of sexual and reproductive
health and rights was highlighted



Sri Lanka is a country where about 52% of the population

are women. 56% of the registered voters are also women.

Yet the female rep in the both in
i and local bodies one of

the lowest in the world. The former parliament only had
12 female legisiators out of 225 members which Is 5.3%.
-Ceylon Today, Nov - 2019

3) World Day against Trafficking of Persons.
The World Day against Trafficking of Persons falls on the 30™ of July. On this day YANSL

shared several posts to create awareness on human trafficking both inside and outside the country
and its legal consequences.
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Within the country, traffickers exploit
women and children in sex trafficking.
Traffickers exploit boys and girls in
commercial sex in coastal areas for child
sex tourism, including in hotels, on
beaches, and during annual festivals.
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The Month of August

++ Events

1) 10t Asia Pacific Conference on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights



Three webinars of the 10" APCRSHR was conducted during the month of August. The topics
that were discussed are as follows. Young people and sexual and reproductive health and rights
in Asia and Pacific, Youth Engagement for the sexual and reproductive health and rights action
in Asia and Pacific and climate change and reproductive rights in Asia and Pacific.

¢ Social Media Campaigns

1) International Youth Day
The International Youth Day falls on the 12" of August every year. Youth Advocacy Network
Sri Lanka partnered with Family Planning Association (FPA) of Sri Lanka and International
Youth Alliance for Family Planning (1Y AFP) for an online social media campaign. Youth
members from the three organizations shared their thoughts on the topic youth engagement for
the global action”.

International Youth Day 2020

D s International Youth Day 2020
esaree Soysa

Chairperson -Youth Committee Tharindi Abeynayake

Country Coordinator- IYAFPSL

Int¢rnational Youth Day 2020

Janethri Liyanage
Volunteer Member - YANSL




s Projects

1) SEXED 101
— Sex Ed 101 is a project carried out by the Rotaract Club of
“mmw::':fﬁ;:mmx _— Panadura in Collaboration with Youth Advocacy Network
Sri Lanka. On the 8" of August a webinar was conducted on
the topic HIV and AIDS and the project was facilitated by
Priskila Arulpragasm and Shelani Palihawadane of Youth
Advocacy Network Sri Lanka.

Crash Course on
HIV and AIDS

@« wia Google Meet

The Month of September

s Events

1) 10t Asia Pacific Conference on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
Three webinars of the 10" APCRSHR was held in the month of September. The topics that were
discussed are as follows. Innovative financing for sexual and reproductive health and rights in
Asia and Pacific, population and ageing and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Asia
and Pacific and Safe Abortion and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Asia and
Pacific.

* Social Media Campaigns

1) International Safe Abortion Day
The International Safe Abortion Day falls on the 28" of September. Youth Advocacy Network
Sri Lanka conducted a social media campaign to advocate on the issue of unsafe abortions in Sri
Lanka and across Asia.



WHEN ABORTION IS LEGAL, ,':"\ X

WOMEN JUST USE IT AS A FORM OF BIRTH CONTROL.

CONSIDERING THAT CONTRACEPTIVES ARE

CHEAPER, EASIER, LESS PAINFUL, LESS TIME-CONSUMING, LESS EMOTIONALLY TAXING,

AND MORE READILY AVAILABLE THAN ABORTIONS,
IT SEEMS 0DD AND THERE IS N 0

EVIDENCE FOR THIS.
O

* Projects

1) Sexuality and Prevention of Sexual Violence
Three sessions on sexuality and prevention of sexual violence was conducted in collaboration
with The Foundation Institute for Sustainable Development (FISD) during the month of
September. Desaree Soysa from Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka conducted the sessions for
children that were categorized in to three groups according to their age. Two groups comprised
of children below the age of eleven years and one group comprised of children between eleven
years and eighteen years. The sessions were conducted in Rambewa located in the district of
Anuradhapura.




Major Projects and Updates

s Phase 03 - Historical and Political Trajectory of Legalizing Safe Abortion
in Sri Lanka

Phase three of the project was conducted and finalized during the quarter. In this phase the
project coordinators: Desaree Soysa and Tharindi Devasurendra collected five stories of
unplanned pregnancies that were recorded during the lockdown period. The project coordinators
documented the five stories as social media posts in all three major languages used in Sri Lanka.
Furthermore they documented the stories as blog posts and a video which had to be put on hold
due to the second wave of Covid 19 and the sudden lockdown.

| was 23 years old when | got pregnant by my
boyfriend. | met him at a party and | fell in
love with him. | got to know that | was
pregnant during the curfew period. | was

unable to rmacies to buy pills. As |
was sea s a friend of a friend of
mine helped me to find pills all the way from

the E i Since g from city
‘ﬁ?f*to city was prohibited | had to rely on the
ag?stal system. The pills took one and a half
weeks to reach Colombo. | took the pills and
went through the procedure alone, afraid and

%
under no medical supervision. &N s
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% We Hear You
Project We Hear You is another major projects conducted by Youth Advocacy Network Sri Lanka.
Currently a website is being developed. The website includes data and information on sexual and
reproductive health and rights and the website is friendly for people living with hearing disabilities. The
project coordinator is Shelani Palihawadane.

< Amplifier Change
The project coordinator Sanjanee Ambegoda is working on a survey to be conducted among law
students and legal practitioners in order to understand their understanding, ideas and ideologies
on sexual and reproductive health and rights and law reforms surrounding SRHR.



