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GREETINGS FROM
ASIA SAFE
ABORTION
PARTNERSHIP!

After 2 years of lockdowns, quarantines, observing
physical distance and being confined to online
workshops and meetings, ASAP team was finally able
to come on ground in the 2nd quarter of 2022 and
reconnect with our partners and country advocacy
network members from across the region.

Even though staying connected just online was
challenging, it is the passion of our Youth Champions
and solidarity of our network that kept us going, so it
was truly overwhelming and inspiring to meet some
of them and to celebrate the resilience and solidarity
and support that helped all of us make it through
these difficult times!

It is true that tough times don't last, tough people do!




ACTIVITIES

Youth Advocacy Institute | ISAY and ASAP | 8th - 10th
April 2022 | Mumbai, India

India Safe Abortion Youth Advocates (ISAY) conducted the first in-person
YAl post pandemic. The participants were medical students from across
India, who had been a part of ISAY's ‘The Abortion Curriculum (TAC) which is
a series of online sessions organized by their core team to unpack the
patriarchy in medicine and textbooks and connecting them to the

importance of having a feminist approach, as future doctors and service
providers.

You can read the full report here.
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https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Report-ISAY-ASAP-YAI-April2022.pdf
https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Report-ISAY-ASAP-YAI-April2022.pdf

"17-21": Back and Forth? Play Screening |
MASUM | 12th May 2022 | Online

Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal (MASUM) with
support of ASAP recently created a pioneering and
unigue one- of- its- kind play on safe abortion rights
in India, covering a wide range of related issues
including patriarchy, stigma, services, laws. . The play
is written and performed in Marathi (regional
language) but is being subtitled in English is a path
breaking effort and a legacy that the safe abortion
rights movement can use for advocacy, capacity
building and learning.

You can watch the trailer here.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VziXkH5ny0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VziXkH5ny0

Youth Advocacy Institute | Pakistan
Advocacy Network (PAN) and ASAP | 13 -
15th May 2022 | Karachi, Pakistan

Our Pakistan CAN organized the first ever national YAl in the
country, which was also the first hybrid YAl ever organized
by our network. Due to restrictions in traveling, the ASAP
team joined the workshop via Zoom video conference over
the 3 days. The participants were selected by the PAN core
team and they came from diverse backgrounds in the
country.

You can read the full report here.
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https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/NYAI-Pakistan.pdf
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International Day of Action for Women's
Health | 28th May 2022 | Online

‘Inform Us Dont Conform Us’

As we held another campaign on various ‘social media platforms’
to amplify our message on International Safe Abortion Day, we at
ASAP wanted to take a step back and look at how info related to
safe abortion, contraception, sexual health, is suppressed by these
very platforms. This year our photo campaign was a call to action
against the hypocrisy of social media platforms in censoring
content, but was also meant as a wake up call for SRHR activists
online so that as we navigate online spaces, we do so keeping in
mind the safety of ourselves as well as others.

You can see all pictures here.

onForWomensHealth

‘5 Dr Suchitra Dalvie
W Jaaalvie

Hate speech and sexism fine but
information on safe abortion
gets blocked?!"

orWomensHealth

acebook we humbly request you to
stop shadowbanning and labelling
everything related to sexual health of
women and non binary persons as
'pornographic content'

Ananya

Can we please have 'Community
Guidelines' that actually support
communities rather than just tokenistic
words, that almost never hold
perpetrators accountable

SiattBislatielas,
JontContmormus

#informUsD


https://asap-asia.org/28th-may-international-safe-abortion-day/

Dhwani
& @dhwani

voices of marginalized

media, have a platform to share
their opinions and build solidarity
across cultures and borders!

-uwonForWomensHealth rs #IDAWH2022
—aformUs

a8 Harshi_ta

Widespread mis/disinformation on
issues related to abortion online,
have further stigmatized this issue
and movemnent. A collaborative

* effort is needed to make internet an

- empowering space for advocates.
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Ayesha Bashir

%. @ayeshabbash

If we keep advancing our technologies,
without the gender lens, soon we'll
have Artificial Intelligence & computers
being outright sexist & it'll be
acceptable. They already are!

‘mUsDontConformUs

%+ Romil

' @romil

been too helpful.

#FInformUsDontConformus
#DlgitalFeminists

#LikeForAbortionRight:

Here for the otherwise suppressed

communities, who, thanks to social

ormUs

onForWomensHealth

Pushpa

@pushpa

During the Covid pandemic, internet
was the only space where we could
amplify our work and connect with the
young people. However, the censorship
imposed by these platforms on issues
related to sexuality, sexual and
reproductive health, and women's
bodies has challenged the ongoing

works of activists.

#ResistAndPersist
#WomensHealthMatters #l

Nandini :
h @nandini -

Together we have to work towards a
free and just world, with space for our
dissent and desires. A world where
human rights and safe abortion rights
are no longer contested and people's
autonomy and agency is respected
unconditionally and without
hierarchies.

-aonForWomensHealth

aformUs

Saraswati

’ The dark web, is infamously known g @saraswati
for all the illegal and wrong things, bt
in many cases has been used for

underground humanitarian purpose
where mainstream platforms havent

Anonymity is a powerful tool that
the internet offers, for those who
cannot be as vocal in their real lives,
but on the flip side it can be taken
advantage of by abusers. Tech
platforms definitely need to do
getter in filtering out those doing
pre harm,

#InformUsDontConformUs




Shaping Safer Online Spaces & #ASAPUncensored |
Ongoing

Continuing with our theme of the year focussing on Shaping Safer Online
Spaces, we continued sharing important updates on things that safe
abortion rights advocates need to be careful of while navigating online
spaces.

On 28th May, as part of our #informUsDontConformUs campaign,we
launched our new series of interviews called ‘ASAP Uncensored'.

# ASAPUncensored ¢

Ep 1 - Questioning Progress without -
Intersectionality

with Kirthi Jayakumar
(India)

[l ASAP
,"' 5 @asapasia

Proud to launch our new video series
#ASAPUncensored with @kirthijayakumar as she
unpacks the dangers of 'progressive ideals, without
intersectionality' & shares more on her #app & helping
over 40k survivors of domestic violence since
#COVID19 in #India

youtu.be/QPO0Iz8bc3xY @

1:48 47 views
| (S -J..,.:I?...u'




With this series we wish to further challenge the efforts of tech and social
media platforms trying to censor & restrict circulation of information on safe
abortion and other sexual health issues along with encouraging more
nuanced & uncensored discourses on the internet on topics like safe
abortion or bodily autonomy & online sexuality and much more.

We have till now released 2 episodes, both of which can be accessed here.
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# ASAPUncensored ¢

Ep 2

Roe v Wade: History, Present and
Future

with Jessie Clyde
(New York)

ASAP @asapasia - Jun 16

#ASAPUNncensored Ep 2

Jessie Clyde from #USA with over 2 decades of being involved with the
#abortionrights movement in the country & in #asia #latinamerica
#MiddleEast as an advocate & funder. Here's what she said on #RoeVWad
's journey & future.

youtube.com/watch?v=eyBqTe... @

7]

0:37 36 views
>3

ASAP @asapasia - Jun 16

A very interesting conversation as she spoke about the flaws that've always
existed in #RoeVWade & the role those with privilege & power e.g - funders
can play going forward. Do tune in!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP0lz8bc3xY&list=PLyU3XXr4SYjEzg-XJZ3dSPTnX9_VRXPbv

Youth Advocacy Institute | YOSHAN | 22nd - 24th
June | Kathmandu, Nepal

Youth Led SRHR Advocacy Nepal (YoSHAN), the Country
Advocacy Network of ASAP in Nepal, organized their national YAI,
with over 20 participants from different fields of work like lawyers,
medical students, doctors and nurses .




Youth Advocacy Refresher | ASAP | 24th - 26th
June | Kathmandu, Nepal

We conducted the first in-person Regional Refresher Institute
post pandemic. This workshop was not just a refresher for all
those who had been attending our online YAls (2020-2021) but
also a reunion for the ASAP network, as it saw participation
from members from all our CANs. While we held our refresher
workshop with the new participants, we were also able to hear
from each of our 8 CANs about their journeys and have an in -
depth conversation regarding the challenges they faced
during the pandemic, while figuring out the way ahead.



Vietnam's Country Advocacy Network



h ASAP @asapasia - Jun 25

Big step back for #reproductiverights but mainly for #HumanRights . The
ruling may not directly impact people across Asia, but it's ideological imact
on rising #rightwing Govts, can be devastating. And we all know it won't

stop here..

Asia Safe Abortion Partnership
Stands in solidarity with the Women & Trans Men
across US whose bodily autonomy and life is directly
being attacked by the overturning of Roe Vs Wade







Abortion & Privacy | Hidden Pockets | 7th June
2022 | Online

Hidden Pockets invited ASAP for a Tweetathon on accessing safe
abortion in India and how it directly and indirectly affects the
privacy and security of individuals seeking the services. It was an
insightful discussion which raised serious concerns around the
privacy policies of not just hospitals and clinics but also
pharmacies and online apps.

Q2
Do chemists keep a record of pills you buy from a

pharmacy? If yes, does this violate an individual's

right to privacy?

#ABORTIONANDPRIVACY ‘ tl‘xl]J . 7 ‘?"‘MTIC-‘I’A %

Q4
How are personal data privacy and bodily autonomy
linked?
#ABDETIOHAHDP!IV!.; - tl‘ilf) -l—' (PRATI(:‘M &




Mongolian Medical Abortion Factsheet Launched
| Available Online

We're extremely glad to announce that our factsheet now has a
Mongolian version, which was translated and designed by our
country partners Women For Change.

You can access this along with our MAFs in 7 other languages, on
our website here.

IM33p Yp XeHaex
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{7 3M33p Yp XeHABX rax

oy B3t

3M3I3P Y XEHABX I3 Hb
3M, IMWAH HITAN33D
HKUPIMECNINT 30FCOOKLIF

FETIER

@ Xap Hailgeapraii Ba?

Maw HaingeapTai! 3maap yp xeHgex

HE: Gycag apraap yp xeHgex, xycaaryi - -

HUPIMCNINTHAT Y PransIyyNIxXTIA 15112 3M””H ap raap Yp
XapbUyynaxag 3pcasn He TYH BATA. 3xHui

QMO0 XOHOTTOO XUP3IMCNIAT 30FCO0X 3M X3P3MN3C3H

e
IMIFTIAH TABaaC UeeH IMIFTIAL XYHAP3N YYCIM IMHINIMT Xe H‘q ex ] y xa”

XaHAax maragnantaid Gaingar. IHINYY 2 IMHUA KOMBMHALM rIx
H3PN3A3r apra Hb MOHIon yacag Y xaparnax Gyii.

(MPaMCNanNTUiiH ank yen aMaap yp xeHgex 6onox gat

Azmamidn 3pyyn Manguiin Bafryynnareiv 3eBnemxuminH Aaryy capbiy
TIMAMMFAH MBYUNBIAAH 3XHI 5C TOONCHE 4 AONO0 XOHOMMAH AoTop
BYHOY XMPIMCHWEA 3T Ye 4 3M33P YP XeHAex BONHO.

Yp XeHASNT 3XHWUIA rypBaH capa XMACHWA papaa
AMap AawpaMbiH HeNee rapax Ba?

LT
MudenpucToH yycHeIXaa gapaa X3parnax Tom

APHUYH LPBPWIAH x3parnan Gantraapsi. CapeiH
TIMASM MX33P WP OYiA M3T HEXTIH Uy rapHa.
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M3pUiAH HBXLBNA XaNnyyH YCTal Cas, xanyyH BurHyyp
TABWY, XaNYyH LWYPLYYPT OPOX 33Prasp eBudH
Hamgaax BonHo. Men BrueHMil KoM MPCIM Yea3s yyaar
GBYWH HaMAAAr4aa KM yy NapaueTamMon,
MedeHaIMUKWRH Xyunn, WoonpodeHni TOPAMAH IM
vy BonHo, Bep 3yiing cataapu, 3a8ryil Balix He MeH
TyC GonHo.


https://asap-asia.org/information-booklets/
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SheDecides + 5 Conference | Brussels | 19th - 20th May

Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie who is the She Decides Champion for Asia
Pacific, attended the SheDecides + 5 conference in Brussels which saw
representation from various organizations individuals working on SRHR but
also from the Belgium Government who through this conference reaffirmed
their support to the SheDecides movement.




Why Digital Rights Are Reproductive Rights | Women's
Link Worldwide | 12th May | Online

Communications and Network Officer Ayesha Bashir attended this webinar
which had panelists from organizations like Article 19 & Women on Web
speaking about increased restrictions on online information sharing and
how collectives are overcoming challenges being faced due to tech
platforms like Facebook or Youtube which are taking down their accounts,
for ‘going against their commmunity guidelines’.

This was an important discussion, as ASAP too has faced similar barriers
online and we too are currently working towards trying to address these
issues through Shaping Safer Online Spaces




READ MORE

ASAP CONVERSATIONS DURING COVID-
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Sex Selection and Safe
Abortion: Unravelling the
Gordian Knot. By Suchitr...

The authors have beean involved in the safe abortion

rights as wall as sex determination issues in India as

30

104 views 0 comments
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‘Patriarchy’s Spell’ by
Khushi Mehta

Mo ane questioned when she picked up the car But
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& Was not given the cholce 1o pICK a bartie witn a

star She was questioned when she.,


https://asap-asia.org/blog/sex-selection-and-safe-abortion-unravelling-the-gordian-knot-by-suchitra-dalvie-manisha-gupte/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/patriarchys-spell-by-khushi-mehta/

We are proud to share a snippet of the article; 'Sex
Selection & Safe Abortion: Unravelling the Gordian Knot'
by Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie and Manisha Gupte, co -
founder of Mahila Survangeen Utkarsh Mandal (MASUM)
and ASAP country partner. The article was published by
Family Planning Association of India and It draws a
comprehensive picture, of how the issue of 'Sex-Selection’
evolved & affected access to safe abortion in India.

For more info, visit the link here.

Women are still shamed and made to

feel guilty after giving birth to a girl

child, and often subjected to violence
and/or abandonment.

Neglect and discrimination of girl
children continues as well resulting ina
higher death rate for the girl children
below six years of age, even as the
policy and programme efforts are on to

ensure that more of them are being born.

The conversation and rhetoric around
sex ratio became more visible and
mainstreamed in the 1990s.

Unfortunately this resulted in making
the sex ratio a priority as a number to
be ‘fixed’ and deflected attention
from the core issue of gender-based
discrimination which is the reason
why daughters are unwanted and
sons are desired in India.


https://twitter.com/hashtag/safeabortion?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/India?src=hashtag_click
https://adenhanseo.in/fpaindia/
https://adenhanseo.in/fpaindia/
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"I recognized that when you really unpack the various layers
of patriarchy, all the oppressive frameworks of patriarchy,
the core of it really is the need to control women's sexuality.
Because unless you can make sure that a particular
woman has sex only with her husband, and that too, only
after marriage, there was no way in the earlier days to
ensure that the son she bears is that of the man.Right from
the high premium on virginity before marriage, to the kinds
of controls on women's mobility on their work, on their
education, the entire focus is to make sure that you're a
good wife, and therefore, eventually, a good mother. And in
the context of some countries like India, Nepal, Vietham
and China, the whole sex ratio issue is not just about being
a mother, it's about being a mother to a son.”

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie



https://theworld.org/stories/2022-05-12/indias-abortion-law-still-lacks-rights-based-approach-gynecologist-says

Abortion Is Legal In India But Rules, Stigma
Make It Hard To Access

Shreya Raman May g, 2022

"““There is a very strong stigma attached to abortion, which
emerges from socio-cultural notions and the glorification of
motherhood,” Suchitra Dalvie, a gynaecologist and
coordinator of Asia Safe Abortion Partnership (ASAP) told
Behanbox. “As a result, it is seen as something that ‘good
women’won't do."

"This stigma affects the thinking of medical practitioners as
well, said Dalvie. “Just because there is an abortion law in
the country does not mean all gynaecologists are pro-
choice,” she said. “Medical education is very much about
biomedical training and does not incorporate gender rights
or the socio-cultural context [of medical practice]."”

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie


https://behanbox.com/2022/05/09/abortion-is-legal-in-india-but-rules-stigma-make-it-hard-to-access/
https://asap-asia.org/
https://behanbox.com/2022/05/09/abortion-is-legal-in-india-but-rules-stigma-make-it-hard-to-access/
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FAQs On Medical Abortion

What is a
medical
Abortion?

ek It was as early as in the 1980s,
when working class women in
Brazil, who did not have access to
safe abortions and lived in a
restrictive circumstances,

—————
/ I‘NNU.LTI-EL\[@R[DSR_;. :

and

FAQs on Medical Aborti

Medical abortion is
the termination of

Abortion by
pills? How safe
would that be?

. or any of
the ather methods that you
may resort to terminate
unwanted pregnancies.

pregnancy through
the use of a
medicine/pill/drug ".? ?
e ﬂ {
use the medical
abortion pills,
n ¢ of them would need
‘ i further medical care for
any complications.

Fatpaisiap
.... In the late 1990s, when
was a young activist,

she travelled to countries where
abortion was illegal and met
woman after woman whose lives

and health had been warped by
unwanted pregnancies or unsafe

procedures. But

FAQs on Medical Abertion

- Twelve miles off a coast, in

international waters,
- instead, vessels

must follow the laws of the
country whose flag they fly.
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Shaping Safer Online Spaces \

India has now joined the list of countries which
have partially restricted VPNs in one way or
another; China, Turkey, UAE and Uganda.

We encourage Feminist and other activists in
the country, to regularly follow the updates on
this latest regulation and take the necessary
steps to ensure their privacy and safety while
advocating online.

2]

New research from the Center for Countering Digital
Hate, shows that:

+ Instagram failed to act on 90% of abusive DMs
reported using the platform’s tools.

« Instagram failed to act on 9 in 10 violent threats sent
to women over DM and reported using its tools.

+ Instagram failed to act on any of image-based
sexual abuse reported using its tools within 48
hours.
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The company actually has a
policy in place that prohibits

employees from opinions or

debates about abortion being

right or wrong. ’ -
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COUNTRY ‘ .
ADVOCACY
NETWORKS

India Safe Abortion Youth Advocates (ISAY).
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DEMYSTIFYING ABORTION,
ONE DAY AT A TIME.

The Abortion Curriculum (TAC) | Teth-17th July | Mumbai,
India

The ISAY team conducted TAC, which is a sensitization workshop,
for 16 medical students from 1st and 2nd M.B.B.S of Grant Medical
College.

The Workshop introduced the students to ideas around gender,
sexuality etc. It also enabled them to gauge the current
understanding of the related topics, within the medical
curriculum.



https://www.instagram.com/isayadvocates/
https://www.instagram.com/isayadvocates/

COUNTRY ‘ .
ADVOCACY
NETWORKS

The Diary of a Frustrated Feminist Medico | Ongoing |
Online

On 24th July, ISAY launched a social media campaign
giving space to medical students to share their stories
reflecting their experiences in dealing with patriarchy in
the medical infrastructure.

Stories from
classrooms and

2nd year pharmac practical exam, I got
question about a 20 year old woman who
is pregnant and the expected answer was
counseling her about the various drugs,
supplements, tests, and precautions. I
did write all that, but added a line
about abortion pills as an option for
her. Got a lecture in the viva about how
}P'Hum yaha bachane ke liye hai maarne ke
liye nahi”, "itni aasani se aapne
abortion kaise likh diya, it involves
medicolegal aspect also” etc etc
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THANK
YOU

Follow us on Social media for

more regular updates



https://www.facebook.com/AsiaSafeAbortionPartnership
https://www.instagram.com/safeabortion_asap/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASAPasia
https://twitter.com/asapasia

