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FROM THE

COORDINATOR'S DESK

It is 2023 already!

As travel opened up last year, life seems to have gone back to the ‘old’

normal in many ways, instead of the much hoped for ‘new’ normal

where we would have more investment in public sector and health

services, greater awareness of the importance of frontline and health

workers, better support for women involved in relentless unpaid labour

and a deeper knowing of the massive interconnectedness of all our lives

on this one planet that we share.

We witnessed human beings and social structures at their best in

developing a vaccine at super speed but then falling back on the old

power dynamics which meant Europe got the vaccine faster and

cheaper than Africa could.

We had many countries take up telehealth for medical abortion and

retain those systems post pandemic while we had the Taliban takeover

Afghanistan and stop girls from studying beyond 6 th standard.

ASAP members and partners and allies everywhere showed up with

courage and resilience and a capacity for rising to their highest and

best selves like the champions they all truly are.

We conducted out first hybrid YAI in Karachi in May, the first in-person
YAI and YAR in Kathmandu in June and then went on to organize 7 more

before the year was out. As much as we love our virtual spaces that

allowed us to be more inclusive, we delighted in being in the same

physical spaces. 
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FROM THE

COORDINATOR'S DESK

Sharing positive energies and those informal conversations where

sometimes the golden nuggets of learning can be found even more

so than in the planned sessions!

The pandemic caused an explosion in online engagement and we

realized that safe abortion rights activists, advocates and

defenders needed to step up our game and look into online safety

issues that we face with every tweet, every search and every email.

We also worked proactively to continue to build an inclusive

movement and deepened our work with the deaf and hard of

hearing community and transmen across the region.

A play turned into an online performance, a stage performance

recorded as a video and videos reflecting ethnographic research

were also the amazing and creative highlights of the past year.

We look ahead at an even more eventful year as we start to

revitalize the network and the safe abortion rights movement in the

region and we thank you all for being with us on this journey.

A famous couplet by a much- loved Urdu poet from India, Majrooh

Sultanpuri, reminds us that it is not just the power of the one who

starts the journey towards a goal, but the collective power of each

one who joins in and contributes towards building a movement.

Main akela hi chala tha janib-e-manzil magar,
log saath aate gaye aur karvaan banta gaya 
(I set off alone towards the destination,
but people joined in and the caravan kept on growing)

Suchitra Dalvie



Shaping Safer Online Spaces 
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ASAP ACTVITIES

 Through our strategy for Shaping Safer Online Spaces we have taken the initiative

to explore and understand the safety, security and censorship issues involved in

the multiple online platforms that all of us use as advocates, providers, users and

activists in sexual and reproductive health and rights.   
 
We are seeing a global trend of increasing suppression, silencing and threats being

faced by those who speak out against oppressive regimes or conservative politics

and highlight the violations faced by vulnerable communities.  
 
We also know that those who own and manage the various platforms can, at the

behest of the governments, limit our rights to freedom of expression and free

speech thus silencing us overnight and leaving those who depend on us for

information and support helpless and lost.  
 
As leaders in the SRHR and safe abortion rights movements, it is our responsibility

to be aware of the risks and start to work on reducing harm, protecting our data,

responding to threats and ensuring the safety of the service seekers.  
 
The first step we undertook for this was to conduct a global survey earlier this year

with key stakeholders in our field of work, which gave us very valuable insights. We

are currently working on a guidebook for addressing and managing issues like

cybersecurity threats, hacking and trolling. 

https://asap-asia.org/blog/shaping-safer-online-spaces-for-feminists-abortion-rights-advocates-asap-theme-2021/


The Amazing Flabby Breasted Virgin &

Other Sordid Tales | February 2022
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ASAP in collaboration with KathaSiyah, held the first screening of their play this

year, which has been in planning and was inspired around two years ago from the

writings of Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie (Being a Feminist Gynaecologist in a

Patriarchal World). The article inspired  Ayesha Susan Thomas, who is  Theater

Practitioner, Teacher and Co-Founder of KathaSiyah to write a play based on the

perspective of how medicine services the patriarchy by modifying and controlling

women’s bodies. 
The Amazing Flabby-Breasted Virgin & Other Sordid Tales is a playful, irreverent

digital performance. This performance is part of an educational arts project on

systemic issues in both medicine and education today. It plays with the myths and

magical thinking that surround and define the non- masculine, non-heterosexual

body. It poses surreal and satirical questions about how women's bodies are

taught, perceived and practiced within medical education in the urban Indian

context. 



Carrying forward our last year’s vision of finding synergies and developing

solidarities between various human rights, sexual and reproductive rights, and

social justice movements, ASAP is continuing to work closely along with the

Country Advocacy Networks, with the deaf and hard of hearing community across

the region, to create primer videos explaining SRHR concepts in sign languages. 

This year, we shared the video by YoSHAN from Nepal explaining ‘safe abortion’

and by Vietnam Youth Action for Choice explaining 'gender based violence' in sign

language. 

Building Inclusive Movements | ASAP with

CANs 
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Focus Group Discussion with deaf and hard of hearing community

After careful deliberations with Saudamini Pethe over the past year, who

represents the deaf and hard of hearing community, we  organized a focus group

discussion, led by Assistant Coordinator Nandini Mazumder to further understand

their challenges when it comes to accessing information around SRHR. Based on

some of the key points and issues raised during the meeting, we will be working

closely with the community in the coming year in trying to find solutions and make

information more accessible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4XYhk1i7nM&t=59s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMvj0wdtqKU&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4XYhk1i7nM&t=59s


#LikeForAbortionRights | International

Women’s Day | March 8th  
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This year, keeping in mind our overall theme and work around digital saftey for

SRHR and safe abortion rights advocates we focussed on highlighting the benefits

as well as challenges, when it comes to using social media platforms for advocating

for safe abortion rights access. Throughout the day, we shared statements from

our CANs while also encouraging partner organizations to participate in the

campaign and share their views as well. 
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 '71 to 21 : Back and Forth?’ | ASAP & MASUM
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This International Women’s Day, ASAP, along with Mahila Survangeen Utkarsh

Mandal presented the first glimpse of our video drama on people's right to access

safe abortion services in India, the challenges they face and why, despite abortion

being legal in the country, is still not accessible for many. 
The play will is in Marathi, with English subtitles. For regular updates on the play,

you can follow us on our social media. 

You can view the trailer here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VziXkH5ny0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VziXkH5ny0


Youth Advocacy Institute | ISAY and ASAP |

8th - 10th April 2022 | Mumbai, India 
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India Safe Abortion Youth Advocates (ISAY) conducted the first in-person YAI post

pandemic. The 3 day YAI was attended by 17 participants who were medical

students from Bangalore, Mumbai,  Nashik and Pune. Like always this batch of

youth champions was extremely enthusiastic as well and have continued working

with the ISAY team in expanding the message of safe abortion as a human right

among their peers as well. 

Read full report here. 

https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Report-ISAY-ASAP-YAI-April2022.pdf
https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Report-ISAY-ASAP-YAI-April2022.pdf


17-21': Back and Forth? Play Screening |

MASUM | 12th May 2022 | Pune & Online 
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Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal (MASUM) with support of ASAP recently

created a pioneering and unique one- of- its- kind play on safe abortion rights in

India, covering a wide range of related issues including patriarchy, stigma, services,

laws. . The play is written and performed in Marathi (regional language) but is being

subtitled in English is a path breaking effort and a legacy that the safe abortion

rights movement can use for advocacy, capacity building and learning. 



Youth Advocacy Institute | Pakistan

Advocacy Network (PAN) and ASAP | 13 -

15th May 2022 | Karachi, Pakistan
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Our Pakistan CAN organized the first ever national YAI in the country, which also

had the distinction of being the first hybrid YAI ever organized by our network.

Due to restrictions in traveling, the ASAP team joined the workshop via Zoom

video conference over the 3 days. It was attended by 21 participants from

across the country, from different fields of work like lawyers, doctors and civil
society organization representatives. 

Read full report here. 

https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/NYAI-Pakistan.pdf


International Day of Action for Women’s

Health | 28th May 2022 | Online 
‘Inform Us Don’t Conform Us’
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This year  our photo campaign was a call to action against the hypocrisy of

social media platforms in censoring content, but was also meant as a wake up

call for SRHR activists online so that as we navigate online spaces, we do so

keeping in mind the safety of ourselves as well as others.



International Day of Action for Women’s

Health | 28th May 2022 | Online 
‘Inform Us Don’t Conform Us’
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Continuing with our theme of the year focussing on Shaping Safer Online

Spaces, we continued sharing important updates on things that safe abortion

rights advocates need to be careful of while navigating online spaces. 

On 28th May, as part of our #InformUsDontConformUs campaign, we launched

our new series of interviews called ‘ASAP Uncensored’. With this series we wish

to further challenge the efforts of tech and social media platforms trying to

censor & restrict circulation of information on safe abortion and other sexual

health issues along with encouraging more nuanced & uncensored discourses

on the internet on topics like safe abortion or bodily autonomy & online

sexuality and much more. 
We have released 3 episodes till now.  You can watch them by clicking on the

image

Shaping Safer Online Spaces &

#ASAPUncensored | Ongoing
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP0lz8bc3xY&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyBqTev_ptc&t=109s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2Ae-F335h4&t=32s


ASAP and Youth Led SRHR Advocacy Nepal (YoSHAN), the Country Advocacy

Network of ASAP in Nepal, organized a  country  YAI, with over 20 participants

from different fields of work like lawyers, medical students, doctors and nurses. 

Read full report here. 

Youth Advocacy Institute | YoSHAN and

ASAP| 22nd - 24th June | Kathmandu,

Nepal 
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https://asap-asia.org/pdf/project-report/2-national-youth-advocacy-institute-2022.pdf
https://asap-asia.org/pdf/project-report/2-national-youth-advocacy-institute-2022.pdf


We conducted the first in-person Regional Refresher Institute post pandemic.

This workshop was not just a refresher for all those who had been attending our

online YAIs (2020-2021) but also a reunion for the ASAP network, as it saw

participation from members from all our CANs. While we held our refresher

workshop with the new participants, we were also able to hear from each of our 8

CANs about their journeys and have an in -depth conversation regarding the

challenges they faced during the pandemic, while figuring out the way ahead. 

Read full report here.

Regional Youth Advocacy Refresher | ASAP

| 24th - 26th June | Kathmandu, Nepal 
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https://www.asap-asia.org/pdf/project-report/Moonlight-Hotel-Kathmandu-Nepal-24th-June-to-26th-June-2022.pdf?_ga=2.80277527.1893135809.1674483937-654032417.1673508199
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We’re extremely glad to announce that our factsheet now has a Mongolian

version which was translated and designed by our country partners Women For

Change and an Italian version,  translated by an anonymous abortion rights

advocate from the country. 

You can access them by clicking on the images. 

Mongolian & Italian Medical Abortion

Factsheet Launched | Available Online
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https://asap-asia.org/pdf/information-booklet/Mongolian-Medical-Abortion-Factsheet.pdf
https://asap-asia.org/pdf/information-booklet/informazioni-sull-aborto-farmacologico.pdf


We organized a YAI post the pandemic in Malaysia in collaboration with RRAAM.

The YAI had 26 participants from across Malaysia as well as some from Indonesia

and of Syrian origin, who brought a richness to the discussions with experience

from various backgrounds. Majority of the participants were civil society

members, and there was representation from lawyers and medical students as

well. 

Read full report here.

Youth Advocacy Institute | Reproductive

Rights Advocacy Alliance Malaysia

(RRAAM) | 27th-28th August | Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia 
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https://asap-asia.org/pdf/project-report/Malaysia-YAI-Report-Aug-2022.pdf
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ASAP in collaboration with WFC, organized a 2 day hybrid workshop on safe

abortion rights in Mongolia. ASAP Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie and co-founder

of MASUM, our regional partner Manisha Gupte facilitated the sessions via Zoom,

starting with an understanding the politics of patriarchy and it’s linkages with the

right to safe abortion. The 2nd day was led by the WFC team, focussing on the

local challenges, concerning SRHR and safe abortion access in the country and

how they can be countered.

Some of the feedback received from the participants - 

- values clarification was amazing as it taught me how to engage and advocate

intellectually
- it was very insightful and i was able to self- reflect on how many views were

actually conditioned by society
- Strength of the workshop was definitely the trainers and the discussions, felt

engaged throughout
- The topics were well chosen and discussed. I actually got to learn a lot that I

had not learnt before.

Training on Safe Abortion Rights | Women

For Change | 21st - 22nd September |

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
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The month of September is the Deaf Awareness Month, leading up to 23rd

September, which is  celebrated as the International Day of Sign Languages. As

part of our Building Inclusive Movements initiative we wanted to create visibility

for the perspective of the community and their access/lack of access to SRHR

Information and services & highlight the role that organizations like ASAP and

others can play in truly making SRHR an inclusive & accessible movement.

Tweetathon: Reproductive Rights and Sign

Language | 23rd September | Online

22



This year we focussed on the global theme of 'Abortion in Uncertain Times' along

with our own perpective, that anyone who needs an abortion is really facing

uncertain times. 
We shared quotes from our Youth Champions from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,

Indonesia, , Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Vietnam , reflecting their experience as

safe abortion rights and SRHR activists, working in certain as well as uncertain

times, in their respective countries. 

Through these quotes, we can get an idea of the kind of challenges they faced

from various aspects, be it from the authorities, lack of enough resources,

restrictions on mobility and privacy, systemic gender violence so and so forth. 

Despite these roadblocks Youth Champions across the region have worked

tirelessly to make sure to the best of their capacity, that access to SRHR and

safe abortion services are not hindered, regardless of global pandemics,

economic crises, or even in 'peaceful times'.

International Safe Abortion Day: Make Safe

Abortion Certain | 28th September | Online 

23



24



25



ASAP in collaboration with the Mumbai Veterinary College organised a YAI for

selected participants from the college, as part of their college’s National Social

Service project. These participants will be travelling to rural and marginalised

areas across the state to engage with communities regarding their SRHR and

right to safe abortion.

Youth Advocacy Institute | ASAP &

Mumbai Veterinary College | 21-23rd

November | Mumbai, India
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ASAP in collaboration with YANSL conducted our last YAI for the year in Colombo

Sri Lanka, which saw participants from other states of the country as well. The

group consisted of individuals representing diverse professions such as lawyers,

medical students, journalists who brought their unique concerns and

perspectives to the workshop, further enriching the discussions.

Youth Advocacy Institute | ASAP & Youth

Advocacy Network Sri Lanka | 8th - 10th

December | Colombo, Sri Lanka 
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As part of the continuing work with our country affiliates, we organised a meeting

with YANSL to discuss their upcoming plans for the safe abortion rights

movement in the country. Given the recent economic upheaval faced by the

country following COVID lockdowns, SRHR of women has suffered greatly, the

impact of which is continuing to be felt. We wish to work closely with the CAN to

strategize next steps in the coming year and ensure that access to safe abortion

services & information remains unhindered in the country

ASAP & YANSL Strategic Meeting | 11th

December | Colombo, Sri Lanka
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ASAP Field Visit to MASUM | International

Human Rights Day | MASUM | 8th-11th

December | Pune, India 

Communication and Network Officer Ayesha Bashir, visited the office of our

country partner Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal where she provided training

to their social media team from rural areas on the importance of creating a

communication strategy based on their cultural context and how they can

protect their data while being online.
On 9th-10th we attended MASUM’s events organised for Human Rights Day,

where women from over 25 villages came together to talk about their rights and

the role played by MASUM in providing the necessary support for their

empowerment and independence. 
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Through various organizational effectiveness programmes ASAP has invested in
leadership development, alumni engagement, monitoring and learning
processes as well as strategy planning. We are currently looking into exploring
different models of functioning that would allow ASAP to grow in a
decentralized manner with a collective ownership from the CANs and non-
CAN members.

In 2021 ASAP launched a 'Learning Retreat' project for the staff, where we choose,

researched and presented on relevant or interesting topics through which  can

have an opportunity to create solidarity and exchange of ideas and
learning in an informal but curated space. 

Shared below are some examples. 

ASAP Learning Retreats

30
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National Consultation - NFHS 5: Deeper

Analysis from Safe Abortion Lens

ASAP AS PANELIST

Communication and Network Officer Ayesha Bashir, visited the office of our

country partner Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal where she provided training

to their social media team from rural areas on the importance of creating a

communication strategy based on their cultural context and how they can

protect their data while being online.
On 9th-10th we attended MASUM’s events organised for Human Rights Day,

where women from over 25 villages came together to talk about their rights and

the role played by MASUM in providing the necessary support for their

empowerment and independence. 

Demanding Right to Safe Abortions | SAMA

| IWD’22

Coordinator Dr Dalvie was invited as a speaker at this webinar, which was

organised to amplify the voices and struggles of communities living in

marginalised contexts while demanding their Right to Safe Abortion. The panel

was an important platform to engage in discussion towards strengthening our

collective understanding on legality / legal complexities, barriers existing at the

health system level vis-a-vis abortion and figure out, possible strategies to

engage and navigate the health system towards making it more accountable to

the provisioning of abortion care. Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie represented

ASAP.
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The Law and Evidence on Self- Managed

Abortions | Center for Public Health Law

Research 

This series of four panels brought together empirical researchers and legal

experts to explore the state of the evidence, the state of the law and the

relationships between the two in the context of self- managed abortions in the

US and around the world.
Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie represented ASAP as a panellist on the session -

Self Managed Abortion and Law. 
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Evidence in Action: Making the case for

investing in SRH | Guttmacher Institute |

ICFP | 16th November | ICFP Pattaya,

Thailand

Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie was invited as a panellist for this side event of

ICFP where she spoke about the importance of data and why it needs to be

looked at from the feminist perspective. She also highlighted that as human

rights advocates we should be wary of generalisations based on mere statistics

and always keep in consideration the rights of an individual along with the local

cultural context of each country and its intersectionalities. 
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De-Mystifying Self - Managed Abortions:

What it takes to put Misoprostol in

Women’s Hands | Fos Feminista | 15th

November | ICFP Pattaya, Thailand 

Assistant Coordinator Nandini Mazumder represented ASAP as a panellist on this

session which aimed to ‘de-mystify self- managed abortion through a ‘choose

your adventure’ exploration of strategies for making safe abortion self-

management a reality in low resource settings. The session busted various myths

that restrict the progress of reproductive rights and answered questions around

self- management along with addressing the political strategies required to

ensure people have this right to choose. 
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Call to Action for Safe Abortion Rights |

ICFP | 16th November | Pattaya, Thailand

In the aftermath of Roe vs Wade, ICFP released a ‘Call to Action’, demanding

Governments, funders and the international community to urgently stand up for

abortion rights across the world. Dr Suchitra Dalvie represented ASAP as a

panellist and on behalf of South, South-East and South - West Asia endorsed and

supported the call to action. 
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SheDecides + 5 Conference | Brussels |

19th - 20th May 

Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie who is the She Decides Champion for Asia Pacific,

attended the SheDecides + 5 conference in Brussels which saw representation

from various organizations individuals working on SRHR but also from the Belgium

Government who through this conference reaffirmed their support to the

SheDecides movement. 

ASAP AS PARTICIPANT
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Why Digital Rights Are Reproductive

Rights | Women’s Link Worldwide | 12th

May | Online

Communications and Network Officer Ayesha Bashir attended this webinar which

had panelists from organizations like Article 19 & Women on Web speaking about

increased restrictions on online information sharing and how collectives are

overcoming challenges being faced due to tech platforms like Facebook or

Youtube which are taking down their accounts, for ‘going against their

community guidelines’. 

This was an important discussion, as ASAP too has faced similar barriers online

and we too are currently working towards trying to address these issues through

Shaping Safer Online Spaces 

Conference on Feminist Technology | 1st -

8th August 

As part of our capacity building initiative towards Shaping Safer Online Spaces,

the Communication and Network Officer recently attended a fascinating
conference of collectives working on Feminist Technology creating digital spaces

that are inclusive and safe for all, especially women and non- binary persons. We

learned a lot about the politics of Internet and how as safe abortion rights

organization can we best optimize our network’s internal communication and

safety of our data, including inculcating certain practices which can be helpful in

securing the privacy of our Youth Champions and Country Advocacy Networks,

as well as of those who reach out to us.
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8 before 28th: A Global South - Led Twitter

Rally | WGNRR & ASAP | 24th September 

As a co-founder and regional partner of the International Safe Abortion Day

campaign which was led by WGNRR this year, we hosted a Twitter rally on 24th

September. The topic for the rally was focussed on ‘the role of young people’s

activism in the movement for safe and legal abortions’. We shared the work being

done by our youth champions and country advocacy networks in ensuring

access to SRHR and safe abortion rights information in their respective countries.
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Tweetathon: Self Managing Abortions and

Battling Patriarchal Myths | 15th July 

ASAP was invited by The Safe City App for a Tweetathon to raise awareness on

accessing medical abortions and how we can combat misconceptions around it's

safety by making sure that we're putting out accurate evidence based

information online. 

You can read the full Tweetathon here.

https://wakelet.com/wake/qrpMzTieoMKFSspbU0_Fl
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ASAP at ICFP 

ASAP was represented by Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie and Assistant

Coordinator Nandini Mazumder, at recently held ICFP 2022 in Pattaya, Thailand.

The conference also saw a huge participation from ASAP Alumni Youth

Champions, who made their voices heard in important discussions at the event. 

Our Youth Champion from Pakistan and founder of Mashal, spoke in a session on

Women of Impact about Mashal and the Bridge the Gap app which has provides

info bilingually and in audio format on products and locations for contraceptives.

Alumni YC and Asia coordinator of Women On Web Amalia Puri also took the

stage to speak about access to safe abortions being our right, during the call for

action for abortions rights at ICFP. 
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BLOGS

https://discussionsasap.wixsite.com/asapblog/post/shaping-safer-online-spaces-for-feminists-abortion-rights-advocates-asap-theme-2021
https://discussionsasap.wixsite.com/asapblog/post/awareness-the-only-approach-to-abort-stigma-by-suweeta-xiao-wei
https://discussionsasap.wixsite.com/asapblog/post/flabby-breasted-virgin-other-sordid-tales
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BLOGS

https://discussionsasap.wixsite.com/asapblog/post/lockdown-without-plan-increases-risk-of-unsafe-abortions-in-sl-asap-conversation-with-shelani
https://discussionsasap.wixsite.com/asapblog/post/the-idea-of-love-a-review-of-bell-hook-s-all-about-love-by-nandini-mazumder
https://asap-asia.org/blog/sex-selection-and-safe-abortion-unravelling-the-gordian-knot-by-suchitra-dalvie-manisha-gupte/
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BLOGS

https://asap-asia.org/blog/patriarchys-spell-by-khushi-mehta/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/why-choice-matters-2/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/comprehensive-sexuality-education-can-help-the-crises-of-baby-dumping-in-malaysia-asap-conversation-with-dr-subatra-jayaraj/
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BLOGS
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PUBLICATIONS
We are proud to share a snippet of the article; 'Sex Selection & Safe Abortion:

Unravelling the Gordian Knot' by Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie and Manisha

Gupte, co -founder of Mahila Survangeen Utkarsh Mandal (MASUM) and ASAP

country partner. The article was published by Family Planning Association of India

and It draws a comprehensive picture, of how the issue of 'Sex-Selection' evolved

& affected access to safe abortion in India. 

For more info, visit the link here. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/safeabortion?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/India?src=hashtag_click
https://adenhanseo.in/fpaindia/
https://adenhanseo.in/fpaindia/


48

PUBLICATIONS

"I recognized that when you really unpack the various layers of patriarchy, all the

oppressive frameworks of patriarchy, the core of it really is the need to control

women's sexuality. Because unless you can make sure that a particular woman

has sex only with her husband, and that too, only after marriage, there was no

way in the earlier days to ensure that the son she bears is that of the man.Right

from the high premium on virginity before marriage, to the kinds of controls on

women's mobility on their work, on their education, the entire focus is to make

sure that you're a good wife, and therefore, eventually, a good mother. And in the

context of some countries like India, Nepal, Vietnam and China, the whole sex

ratio issue is not just about being a mother, it's about being a mother to a son."

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie

https://theworld.org/stories/2022-05-12/indias-abortion-law-still-lacks-rights-based-approach-gynecologist-says
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PUBLICATIONS

"“There is a very strong stigma attached to abortion, which emerges from socio-

cultural notions and the glorification of motherhood,” Suchitra Dalvie, a

gynaecologist and coordinator of Asia Safe Abortion Partnership (ASAP) told

Behanbox. “As a result, it is seen as something that ‘good women’ won’t do."

"This stigma affects the thinking of medical practitioners as well, said Dalvie. “Just

because there is an abortion law in the country does not mean all gynaecologists

are pro-choice,” she said. “Medical education is very much about biomedical

training and does not incorporate gender rights or the socio-cultural context [of

medical practice]."

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie 

https://asap-asia.org/
https://behanbox.com/2022/05/09/abortion-is-legal-in-india-but-rules-stigma-make-it-hard-to-access/
https://behanbox.com/2022/05/09/abortion-is-legal-in-india-but-rules-stigma-make-it-hard-to-access/
https://behanbox.com/2022/05/09/abortion-is-legal-in-india-but-rules-stigma-make-it-hard-to-access/
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“It's an incredibly powerful ruling that will go a long way towards ensuring

autonomy, agency and bodily integrity and rights for all girls, women and

pregnant persons,” 

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie 

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/activists-hail-sc-judgment-stressing-on-rights-based-perspective-for-women-to-seek-abortion
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““[There is ] the deeply entrenched patriarchal environment in which motherhood

is glorified, in which marriage is seen as sort of compulsory, and there is this

general feeling that abortion is not a good thing. We then have a medical system

which is fairly misogynistic and is not very supportive of women from the point of

view of their rights, agency, and dignity. So, a lot of women are treated badly and

even cruelly when they come for abortions.” There is also a lot of coercion for

contraception, she added."

- Dr Suchitra Dalvie 
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Video: Facts About Medical Abortion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7E_-vXIMgM&t=1s


53

SOCIAL MEDIA



54

SOCIAL MEDIA

FAQs On Medical Abortion - Campaign 
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THANK YOU!

Follow us on Social media for

more regular updates 

https://www.facebook.com/AsiaSafeAbortionPartnership
https://www.instagram.com/safeabortion_asap/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASAPasia
https://twitter.com/asapasia

