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From the CoordinatorΩs Desk 
 
The only constant in life is change!  
 
We have all heard that so often and 
when we look back on an entire year, it 
is easy to see how true it is. 2014 was 
the year that the issue of safe abortion 
got more visibility than it ever has in the 
past. 
 
There was a more public, more vocal 
ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
choose. Feminists of all genders took to the social media in 
unprecedented numbers to say over and over again that women are 
human, we have rights and we have the right to control our own 
body and fertility. Pop culture has had an unexpected feminist wave 
riding it and these are the voices that the young men and women 
will hear. 
 
However, the opposition has also been active and is also building up, 
from institutionalized discrimination like the Hobby Lobby case in the 
US and the Nepali migrant worker arrested in Malaysia, to individual 
misogynists who respond by trolling and vicious attacks ςboth online 
as well as by rape and murder in the community. 
 
But 2015 will be the year for us to consolidate our gains, along with 
all our partners, members, allies, collaborators and supporters!  
 
We hope you enjoy reading about all the amazing work our 
members and staff have accomplished in 2014 and we look forward 
to connecting with all of you in every possible way in 2015.  
 
Regards, 
 
Suchitra Dalvie 
Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

Meet the ASAP Team 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Anand Tamang 
Nepal 
 
Ninuk Widyantoro 
Indonesia 
 
Phan Bich Thuy (CHAIR)  
Vietnam 
 
SP Choong 
Malaysia 
 
Sarah Soysa 
Sri Lanka  
 
 
STAFF: 
 
Suchitra Dalvie 
Coordinator, ASAP 
 
Shilpa Shroff 
Assistant Coordinator, ASAP 
 
Garima Shrivastava 
Programs and Communications 
Officer, ASAP 
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Background:  
 
Each year, almost one-third of the deaths worldwide 
from unsafe abortion occur in Asia.  30 percent of 
unsafe abortions are among women under 25 years of 
age and 60 percent are in women under 30, the region 
accounts for 45.7 percent of all unsafe abortions 
among women aged 15-24 that occur yearly in the 
developing world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who Are We? 
 
The Asia Safe Abortion Partnership was formed in March 2008 and is a regional affiliate of 
the International Consortium for Medical Abortion (ICMA).  ASAP serves as a strategic 
think -ÔÁÎË ÉÎ !ÓÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÆÅ ÁÂÏÒÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every year over 28 million women and girls in 

Asia have unwanted pregnancies and 10.8 million 

of them seek abortions. 

 

 

ASAP Celebrates 

6 Years of Advocacy in 

March 2014 

 

Goal: 
4Ï ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
sexual and reproductive rights by reducing 
unsafe abortions and its complications, and 
by promoting access to comprehensive safe 
abortion services in the Asia region. 
 

Objectives:  
¶ To serve as a forum for information 

and strategic thinking and planning 
for a collective vision aimed towards 
international and national advocacy. 

¶ To support members through 
capacity building, law, advocacy and 
policy; research and documentation; 
and service delivery 

¶ To promote new technologies 
including medical abortion and 
manual vacuum aspirations 

 

ASAP is one the co-
founders of the 
International 
Campaign for 

WomeƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
Safe Abortion. 

 

Financial Report: ASAP has 

implemented its work on a series of 

projects/ activities through various 

donors and collaborations in the 

Year 2014. These activities were 

funded by the Packard Foundation, 

Mama Cash, PMDUP DFID Project, 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 

Coalition (IWHC) and SAAF. 
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KEY ORGANIZATIONAL EVENTS 
 
7th APCRSHR-Examining achievements, good practices and challenges: 

Towards a strategic positioning of SRHR for All  
 20 th  -24th   Jan 2014, Manila, Philippines  

 

 
 
Youth Champions Smriti, Dakshita, Lady, Yu Yang and staff members had presentations and 
posters accepted by the organizers. Read details here http://asap -asia.org/blog/asap-at-
the-7th-apcrshr/#sthash.LmZQMtU8.dpbs 

The ASAP heat map 

plotting all ASAP 

activities over the last 

one year  

See the interactive map 

here 

https://asiasafeabortio

npartnership.crowdmap

.com  

http://asap-asia.org/blog/asap-at-the-7th-apcrshr/#sthash.LmZQMtU8.dpbs
http://asap-asia.org/blog/asap-at-the-7th-apcrshr/#sthash.LmZQMtU8.dpbs
https://asiasafeabortionpartnership.crowdmap.com/
https://asiasafeabortionpartnership.crowdmap.com/
https://asiasafeabortionpartnership.crowdmap.com/
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Hotline Meeting On Expe rience Sharing and Evaluation  
15 th  -17 th  April , 2014 Kathmandu, Nepal  

 

 
 
 
The Asia Safe Abortion Partnership in collaboration with Aware Girls, Women on Web and 
Waves, had a three-day, rich, intensive, successful experience sharing and evaluation 
meeting for the Hotline partners from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan and Thailand who 
provide information about Misoprostol to women in Asia. It was held in Kathmandu, Nepal, 
from April 15 th to 17th  
 
The workshop included sessions on gender and rights, technical updates on safe abortion 
and contraception, values clarification, field visit to a Comprehensive Abortion Care (CAC) 
Center in Nepal, and we also conducted an evaluation. The evaluation highlighted a positive 
and a satisfying impact of hotlines.   
 
One of the callers of the hotline in Indonesia shares h er experience:  
 

 

Ȱ3ÁÍÓÁÒÁ ÈÏÔÌÉÎÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌȢ ) ÆÅÌÔ ÓÁÆÅȢ ) ÆÅÌÔ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÂÌÁÍÅÄ ÍÅ ÏÒ ÊÕÄÇÅÄ 
me with so many aspects and issues such as religion, culture, and social status. 
With ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÕÎ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÃÙ ÅÖÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÍÙ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȢ "ÕÔ ) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎ ÉÎ 3ÁÍÓÁÒÁ ÈÏÔÌÉÎÅȢ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ 
necessary for Indonesian women to know about the Samsara hotline that 
assisted me until I finished my abortioÎ ÓÁÆÅÌÙȢȱ 
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Workshop on  
Preventing Maternal Death from Unwanted Pregnancies  

7th  -9th  August, 2014 Kathmandu, Nepal  
 

 
 
A two and half day workshop was organized in collaboration with CREHPA with a total of 
15 participants from the PMDUP project countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, 
Myanmar, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. We conducted sessions on Understanding the 
importance of unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortions as a preventable cause of 
maternal deaths. We used the WHO Safe Abortion: Technical and Policy guidance as a tool 
to recognize the need to address unsafe abortion as a public health and human rights issue. 
 
 

2nd Youth Advocacy Institute ɀ Refresher  
4th-6th  December 2014 Mumbai, India  

 
Nine youth champions from the 2013 batch who had implemented small grants and 
showed remarkable progress were invited to participate. These participants were from 
Bangladesh, China, India, Lebanon, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka.  
 
Objectives:  
¶ To strengthen the capacity of the Youth Champions to be peer  
¶ Trainers in understanding access to safe abortion as a gender and sexual and 

reproductive rights, as well as human rights issue. 
¶ To consolidate the mentoring for utilization of social media by the Youth Champions 

for online thought leadership and advocacy. 
¶ To support the ongoing engagement of the Youth Champions, within and outside 

their community to ensure implementation of the above strategies in order to 
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advocate effectively for 
improved access to safe 
abortion services 
including medical 
abortion.   

 
The three day long workshop 
helped participants in re-
visiting reproduction, 
contraception, safe abortion  
and clarify myths and 
misconceptions around these 
issues. The workshop also 
provided interesting insights 
into historical perspectives 
on feminist movement  and 
the role that women as 
healers  played before the 
witch hunts paved the way for 

a male dominated medical system.  
 
We had sharing from across the region 
about the ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ 
as well as the International Campaign 
ÏÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 3ÁÆÅ !ÂÏÒtion . 
Katayon Sadat from Afghanistan joined 
the group on day 2 and shared her 
experiences of working in an restrictive 
environment. We had a very interesting 
conversation around sexuality  and its 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÆÅ 
abortion.  
 
We invited experts who helped us 
understand more about the ethical 
issues involved in being pro-choice, 
ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÄÅÆÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
access safe abortion in situations of 
conscientious objection and sex 
selection , the sustainability discourse  
on reproductive rights and also 
understand the economic impact of 
unsafe abortion , and learning about the 
role of International Covenants  in 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ 
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The participants had the opportunity to work alongside the resource persons for the 3rd 
Youth Advocacy Institute over the next week and build their capacity as  peer trainers .  
The Refresher Institute presented an opportunity to assess the progress of the youth 
advocates and provide them with motivation to assume leadership roles within the 
youth community  
 

3rd  Youth Advocacy Institute  
8th- 11 th  December 2014 Mumbai, India  

 
14 participants from China, Indonesia, India, Lebanon, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Vietnam 
participated in the ASAP 3rd Youth Advocacy Institute. The Institute was held in Mumbai 
from 8th- 11th Dec 2014. 
 


