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G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  A S A P !  

2023 Started on a great note as we celebrate  the 15th year
anniversary of ASAP this year! We marked this  celebration by
announcing the Abortion and Reproductive Justice Conference: An
Unfinished Revolution IV, which will be organized by us in Bangkok,
Thailand in February 2024. 

If you are interested in attending on finding out more, do check out our
website and sign up for a monthly update newsletter!
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https://arjc2024.asap-asia.org/


Decolonizing - understanding the process and purpose by Dr.
Suchitra Dalvie 
Colonization and how it affected sexual practices by Ayesha
Bashir 
History and Evolution of Belly Dancing by Nandini Mazumder 

·In this session we discussed the following issues: 

A S A P  A C T I V I T I E S  

As part of building our organizational effectiveness ASAP undertook an
initiative in 2021 called the ‘ASAP Learning Retreat’. This space was
created initially by the ASAP team for internal learning, but over the
years has been opened up to our Country Advocacy Networks and other
partners as well. These retreats are focused on encouraging self -
learning within the team and building our capacity as advocates.
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A S A P  L E A R N I N G  R E T R E A T  |  2 7 T H  J A N U A R Y  |  O N L I N E



A S A P  S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  |  3 R D  F E B  |
O N L I N E  

ASAP organized a Steering Committee (SC) meeting with new
members from Australia, China, Pakistan, South Korea, and Sri
Lanka.
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1 5  Y E A R S  O F  A S A P  |  3 R D  -  1 8 T H  M A R C H  |  O N L I N E

This year on 18th  March, ASAP completed 15 years of advancing
SRHR and safe abortion rights in Asia. From 3rd to 18th  March we
ran a 15- day campaign on our social media, revisiting some
important milestones of our work as well as moments of our
journey along with our brilliant Youth Champions, partners and
allies. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwv81v96ick&list=PLyU3XXr4SYjHxIGMCw2ApjtQAiooo8atO&pp=iAQB
https://asap-asia.org/blog/choice-and-reproductive-justice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6hAjuLG_d4&t=150s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EP9RCvhUuW0&t=112s
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https://asap-asia.org/blog/young-china-needs-more-information-about-pregnancy-and-abortion-2/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/abortion-narratives-stories-and-testimonials-2/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/the-female-migrant-worker-what-are-her-reproductive-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_v-kgw3968w


At the culmination of our 15- year celebration, we were
delighted to announce the upcoming Abortion and Reproductive
Justice Conference IV: The Unfinished Revolution’, which will be
hosted by ASAP. 

This conference was initiated in Canada at the University of
Prince Edward Island and has since then been hosted by Ulster
University, Northern Ireland, and Rhodes University, South
Africa. This conference aims to bring together academicians and
activists and provide a forum for shared learning and
strategizing as well as networking on the issues of abortion and
reproductive justice.  
Reproductive Justice is a theory and framework created by 12
Black women in 1994 to address the multitude of oppressions
impacting their lives, and how they intersect and overlap. 

Intersectionality is a term coined by attorney Kimberle’
Crenshaw which states that people have different life
experiences and opportunities based on how identity
categories, such as race, class, gender, and sexuality, interact
with each other. Reproductive justice explains how people
oppressed by their intersectional identities also experience
higher levels of reproductive oppression. 

A N N O U N C I N G  T H E  ‘ A B O R T I O N  &  R E P R O D U C T I V E  J U S T I C E
C O N F E R E N C E  I V  T H E  U N F I N I S H E D  R E V O L U T I O N ’  |  1 8 T H  M A R C H  |
O N L I N E
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This means that it is often harder for oppressed people to access
healthcare because of factors such as education, income,
geographic location, immigration status, and potential language
barriers.

We at ASAP are honored to carry on the legacy of this important
conference, bring the conversation to Asia & create a space that is
safe, feminist, political & addresses region specific barriers to
abortion & reproductive justice, in context of our post- colonial &
very diverse lives.

Watch this video of ASAP partners coming together to welcome
everyone to the conference 

Throughout this year we will be releasing information about the
conference on our social media. In order to stay regularly updated
you can register on the ARJC website for more on the themes,
venue, registrations.. 
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/asia?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUPA75v1YkYW4jgocZKD-6pqkmFhtHePP-_Yp3YKnk-i7qh1YleJu6b4LpFCEc_ssbnIuU9EqoAZz9VWVIJ0aaHcufPq-IUOAwjkKy6ugDgSqwQSaZpTz9Xz825PA-8pHuGPgiRi9W6ljL7cWSoiWFMbP4NArAKJgO4SvvUvlEVk4SbtVa-E2tCEeBeRk-vKSBrE3uQpw5bjq23aEXTeXZ1&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPyQlA38atc


ASAP and our country advocacy network India Safe Abortion
Youth Advocates organized an in- person meeting with one
of our donors - Fos Feminista. It was an important catch-up
as we discussed not just our future plans but possible
strategies that can lead us towards helping shape the
Global South Feminist leadership landscape.

F O S  F E M I N I S T A  P A R T N E R S  M E E T I N G  |  2 1 S T  F E B R U A R Y
|  M U M B A I  
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As part of our 15 Year celebration, this International Women’s
Day we looked back at all of ASAP’s previous online campaigns
which were contributed & organized over the years by our
brilliant Youth Champions from across Asia and the globe!

Join us down this powerful memory lane!

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W O M E N ’ S  D A Y  |  8 T H  M A R C H  2 0 2 3  
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/YouthChampions?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Asia?src=hashtag_click
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This partner forum was an initiative designed by  Fos Feminista to
be an interactive and engaging experience for their partners across
the Alliance. Through this they created a space where participants
had opportunities to share their experiences, ask questions, and
connect with each other. In addition to the live sessions, there
were many ways to engage on the platform, including the chat
topics in the Networking Area, the Partner Booths in the Partner
Area, and downloading useful documents from the Resource
Center.

ASAP team represented by Nandini Mazumder, Assistant
Coordinator and Ayesha Bashir, Communications and Networking
Officer joined in. We joined the breakout rooms on  strengthening
feminist movements. We also shared about ASAP’s experience of
working with women with disabilities and trans and non-binary
men as a part of our building inclusive movement strategy and
reiterated the need for building solidarities across allied
movements. 

One day 2 Fos Feminista team had speakers who shared about
their work and the models they presented explored for-profit
ventures for SRHR issues. These  were thought provoking as they
challenged us to see beyond the traditional donor-grantee models
and think of rights work from a for-profit perspective. . Overall, the
2 days meeting was extremely fruitful to meet the Fos team and
their other grantee partners, share and learn together, explore
online platform for partners that was extremely well-done and
engaging and leave the forum with several new ideas and
thoughts. 
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A S A P  A S  P A N E L L I S T

F O S  F E M I N I S T A  P A R T N E R  F O R U M  |  2 8 T H  -  2 9 T H  M A R C H  |
O N L I N E  



Coordinator Dr Suchitra Dalvie attended this South Asian Regional
Summit on Sexual and Reproductive Health organized by IPPF
SARO.
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A S A P  A S  P A R T I C I P A N T

I P P F  S U M M I T  O N  S R H  |  1 9 T H  -  2 0 T H  J A N  |  K A T H M A N D U ,
N E P A L  



ASAP in collaboration with the Family Planning Association of India,
organized the first in – person meeting of our ongoing campaign to
raise awareness and build capacity within the SRHR and safe abortion
rights advocates regarding our online security and data safety.

SSOS is a regional initiative focusing on Asia, which we launched in
2022 and have been working over the past 2 years on gathering
information and understanding the unique challenges that
advocates in the region face when it comes to advocating for safe
abortion.

This first meeting was organized in India with our country partner,
where we shared the results of the survey, we conducted with network
in order to understand the challenges they’re facing and
also delved deeper into adopting some important security tips as the
communication and network manager Ayesha Bashir did a quick hands
– on session to make our mobile phones more safer.
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S H A P I N G  S A F E R  O N L I N E  S P A C E S  

F O R  S A F E  A B O R T I O N  R I G H T S  A D V O C A T E S  |  1 2 T H  -  1 3 T H  A P R I L  | N E W  D E L H I
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ASAP in collaboration with India Safe Abortion Youth Advocates
(ISAY), conducted a YAI in Mumbai, India. The institute saw diverse
participation from almost 20 medical students across the state.
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Y O U T H  A D V O C A C Y  I N S T I T U T E

A S A P  A N D  I S A Y  |  2 8  T H  -  3 0  T H  A P R I L  | M U M B A I ,  I N D I A



ASAP organized a follow up meeting of the toolkit planning team
consisting of our partners from India – Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal
which is a grassroots organization, predominantly working in rural areas
of Pune, India ; KathaSiyah – An Indian performing arts group; The QKnit
–Working on increasing awareness on social and health rights of
LGBTQIA+ communities and India Safe Abortion Youth Advocates (ISAY) –
our country advocacy network from India, which is a medical student led
collective working on sensitizing doctors and addressing patriarchy in
medical infrastructures.

ASAP since 2022, has been working towards using creative mediums like
videos, theatre and games to raise awareness and facilitate discussion on
otherwise controversial or taboo’d subject of abortion and sexual health
and rights across Asia. For the same we have all been working together to
create a facilitator’s guidebook on how most effectively can advocates use
these tools.
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A S A P  T O O L K I T  M E E T I N G

A S A P |  2 N D  –  4 T H  J U N E  2 0 2 3  | M A H A R A S H T R A ,  I N D I A



ASAP in collaboration with RRAAM organized the 2 ND YAI in the country.
The institute was quite successful as it saw the participation of young
people from all religious and ethnic backgrounds of the country. 
We also had a diverse group of people working in different sectors
ranging from lawyers to journalists as well as social media influencers, all
of whom have been in one way or another working towards increasing
awareness on SRHR and right to safe abortion for all in the country.
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Y O U T H  A D V O C A C Y  I N S T I T U T E
A S A P  A N D  R E P R O D U C T I V E  R I G H T S  A D V O C A C Y  A L L I A N C E  M A L A Y A S I A  
( R R A A M ) | 1 7  T H  –  1 8  T H  J U N E  2 0 2 3  | K U A L A  L U M P U R ,  M A L A Y S I A



ASAP came together with International Planned Parenthood Federation
South Asia Regional Organization to commemorate the Menstrual Health
Day, celebrated across the globe on 28th May.

We ran an online campaign addressing and highlighting the stigma and
restrictions placed on women’s bodily autonomy right from teenage when
they experience menstruation, until they face unintended pregnancy and
want to seek a safe abortion service.

The campaign culminated with a tweetathon which saw participation from
ASAP country advocacy networks from Bangladesh, India and Pakistan,
who shared their experiences of dealing with stigma around women’s
bodily autonomy and accessing SRHR services in their respective
countries.
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F R O M  P E R I O D S  T O  P R E G N A N C Y

A S A P  A N D  I P P F  S A R O | 2 8  T H  M A Y  –  1  S T  J U N E  2 0 2 3  | O N L I N E



For the second video of our ARJC series First Chairperson & one of the
founding members of ASAP as well as the Co-founder of Reproductive
Rights Advocacy Alliance Malaysia (RRAAM), Dr. S. P. Choong came
together with ASAP’s current Chairperson and President of RRAAM Dr.
Subatra Jayaraj to share what we mean by ‘Reproductive Justice’ and the
importance of making sure that safe abortion stays in front & center of
this conversation!

.
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A R J C  V I D E O  –  D R  S .  P .  C H O O N G  A N D  D R .
S U B A T R A  J A Y A R A J  T E L L  U S  W H A T S  I N  S T O R E
F O R  A R J C  2 0 2 4 !

W A T C H  F U L L  V I D E O  H E R E .

Join us next year at ARJC 2024 from 16th to 18th February in Bangkok,
Thailand and to stay tuned for all updates about the conference, you can
subscribe to our monthly newsletter by visiting the ARJC Website here !

.

Dr SP Choong and Dr Subatra Jayaraj from Malaysia tell us what's in store
at ARJC 2024!

.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCU1OVYGZiI
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B L O G S

https://asap-asia.org/blog/looking-back-at-2022-for-asap/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/abortion-narratives-stories-and-testimonials-2/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/lilith-and-eve/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/female-genital-mutilation-continuing-fight-against-patriarchy-religion-and-politics-conversation-with-masooma-ranalvi/
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B L O G S

https://asap-asia.org/blog/choice-and-reproductive-justice/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/young-china-needs-more-information-about-pregnancy-and-abortion-2/
https://asap-asia.org/blog/the-female-migrant-worker-what-are-her-reproductive-rights/
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B L O G S
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P U B L I C A T I O N

"Dr Suchitra explains that while India’s abortion laws
have been liberal, the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
criminalises ‘causing miscarriage’. In essence, the MTP
Act decriminalises abortions when performed by
doctors, and it is heavily dependent on the liberal,
sensitive interpretation of the law by doctors. “When
our collective morality itself is paternalistic and
eugenics-based, all kinds of socio-cultural prejudices
interfere with the execution of the law. In such
situations, the right of the abortion seeker is hardly
given any importance,” she says"

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/india-has-liberal-abortion-law-then-why-are-unsafe-abortions-so-rampant-171488
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S O C I A L  M E D I A

# A S A P Q U O T E S
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S O C I A L  M E D I A

M E M E S  

3 0



S O C I A L  M E D I A

M E M E S  
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T H A N K  Y O U !  

Follow us on Social media for
more regular updates 

2023
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https://www.facebook.com/AsiaSafeAbortionPartnership
https://www.instagram.com/safeabortion_asap/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASAPasia
https://twitter.com/asapasia

