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G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  
A s i a  S A F E  A B O R T I O N  P A R T N E R S H I P !

Across  the  globe  we  have  all  been  struggling  these  past  few  months ,

some  with  trying  to  get  back  to  our  pre  pandemic  l ives   and  others

sti l l  trying  to  f ight  i t ’s  subsequent  waves . In  some  countries

Governments  and  polit ical  leaders  added  to  the  diff iculties  and

troubles  by  insensit ive  and  unjust  policy  and  programmatic

decisions ,  that  unfair ly  affected  vulnerable  groups  such  as  migrants ,

sex  workers ,  women  seeking  safe  abortion  services .  Now ,  even  though   

the  vaccines  are  available ,  their  distr ibution  and  accessibil ity  is  sti l l

grossly  unequal ,  from  country  to  country  and  within  each  country .

In  the  meanwhile  ASAP  members  and   partners ,  Youth  Champions

and  Country  Advocacy  Networks  continued  our  advocacy  of  safe

abortion  access  for  everyone ,  under  all  circumstances--  pandemic  or

no  pandemic .  So  do  join  us  as  we  take  you  through  the  journey  of  our

past  quarter  along  with  our  bril l iant  partners  and  Youth  Champions

In  the  interest  of  building  cross  movement  solidarity   we  are

focussing  on  ‘Building  Inclusive  Movements ’  as  our  guiding  principle

for  2021 .  The  organization  is  working  towards  f inding  synergies  and

developing  solidarit ies  between  various  human  r ights ,  sexual  and

reproductive  r ights ,  and  social  justice  movements  in  order  to

encourage  to  integrate  safe  abortion  r ights  within  their  advocacy

agenda  and  program  strategies .  

While  we  are  incorporating  these  principles  functionally ,  we  are  also

focussing  on  raising  awareness  on  the  need  for  solutions ,  to  make

safe  abortion  services  truly  accessible  to  all .  
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  that  need  deeper  reflectionand  some

people  who  can  shed  a  l ight  on  these

complicated  issues ,  unpack  the

controversial  ones  and  enlighten  us  with

their  unique  perspectives  on  old

problems .  

In  this  new  series  we  are  taking  a  look  at

the  Big  Picture  issues  that  affect  each  one

of  us  at  a  personal  as  well  as  a  polit ical

level  in  our  struggle  for  sexual  and

reproductive  r ights .  These  are  issues  l ike

gender ,  patriarchy ,  sexual  and

reproductive  labour ,  neoliberalism ,

population  policies ,  digital  freedom ,

healthcare  and  medicine ,  sustainable

development

In  2020 ,  with  our  ASAP  Conversations

During  Covid ,  we  connected  with  our

members ,  partners  and  all ies  belonging

to  or  working  with  communities  facing

specif ic  challenges  during  this

pandemic  for  safe  abortion  access .  After

these  conversations  which  touched

upon  specif ic  focused  issues ,  whether  i t

was  lack  of  safe  abortion  access  in

Japan  to  the  existence  of  FGM  in  India

and  marginalization  of  the  queer

community  to  the  diff iculties  being

faced  by  sex  workers ,  we  are  back  with

our  second  series  of  more  meta  level

conversations .  With  this  we  hoped  to

bring  to  the  forefront  some  core  themes

A S A P  A c t i v i t i e s

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E  W I T H  A S A P

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVL-5_DaQD8&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EBFW0gTkC0&t=21s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOlAIjJf-ac


 

In  2019  the  Mahila  Sarvangeen  Utkarsh  Mandal

(MASUM ) ,  in  collaboration  with   India  Safe  Abortion

Youth  Advocates  ( ISAY )  and  ASAP  had  undertaken  a

rapid  assessment  with  partners  from  seven  states  of

India  on  ‘Mapping  women ’s  access  to  safe  abortion

services ’ .  Following  that  a  national  level  consultation

was  held  in  New  Delhi  on  2nd  March ,  2020  with

policymakers  and  government  off icials  and  on  3rd

March ,  2020  with  civi l  society  partners  in  order  to

disseminate  the  f indings  and  to  create  a  community  of

advocacy  around  the  key  issues .  
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5 0  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  M T P  A C T :  
 G A P S ,  G A I N S  A N D  G O A L S

As  the  Medical  Termination  Of  Pregnancy  Act  in  India

completes  50  years  in  2021 ,  we  will  be  talking  about

important  issues  with  regards  to  accessing  services

under  the  law ,  throughout  the  year  with  a  series  on

online  events  such  as  webinars  and  photo  campaigns .  

Click  on  the  left  image  to  watch  the  ful l  video ,

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CNHdvQWHjoH/


 In  order  to  make   information

more  accessible  to  people  looking

for  safe  abortion  services  ASAP ,

Stories  to  Action  ( led  by  alumni

YC  I r is  Pi )  and  Gynopedia  ran  an

Asia  wide  campaign .  The  aim  was

to   update  the  Gynopedia  country

pages  and  raise  awareness  about

this  crowdsourced  platform ,  while

also  increasing  the  visibi l ity  of

Country  Advocacy  Networks  and

other  regional  organizations

working  on  SRHR  and  safe

abortion  access .  As  part  of  the

campaign ,  we  also  held  a  Tweet-

a-thon  and  a  Gynopedia  Editing

training  with  our  CAN  leaders .
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G Y N O P E D I A  I T

https://gynopedia.org/Main_Page


M E D I C A L  A B O R T I O N  
F A C T S H E E T I N  J A P A N E S E

We  are  delighted   to  announce  that  our   

Medical  Abortion  Factsheet  has  been

recently  translated  into  Japanese ,  by

our  partner  Kumi  Tsukahara  from  Japan

who  is   currently  working  with

Reproductive  Health  and  Rights

Literacy  Lab .  

The   factsheet  is  now  available  in

English ,  Hindi  and  Japanese .  All  of

which  can  be  accessed  here .
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A W A R D  N O M I N A T I O N

ASAP  along  with  Feminism  in  India

was  nominated  for  Social  Media  for

Empowerment  Award ,  for  our

campaign ;  #AbortionMeraHaq  /

#AbortionMyRight  where  we  used

social  media  to  raise  awareness

regarding  safe  abortion  r ights  and

laws  in  India  throughout  the  month

of  May  in  2019 .  The  Nomination  was

in  the  category  Communication ,

Advocacy  & Development  Activism

https://www.rhr-literacy-lab.net/
https://asap-asia.org/information-booklet/
https://asap-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Medical-Abortion-Factsheet-Jap-21-edited-by-Kumi.pdf


B L O G S
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https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/the-year-of-maga-making-abortions-great-again-by-dr-suchitra-dalvie
https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/her-choice-by-lirisha-tuladhar
https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/rape-culture-glorification-of-the-vagina-by-manoj-kumar-panthi


B L O G S
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https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/gynopediait-safe-abortion-contraception-and-your-health
https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/new-pandemic-old-issues-asap-conversation-during-covid-acdc-with-manisha-gupte
https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/obvious-child-normalises-abortion-and-i-m-glad-for-it-review-by-purnima-singh


As  a  result  of  the  lockdowns  there  could  be  as  many  as  7  mill ion  more  unintended

pregnancies  across  the  world .  Hence  ASAP  continued  raising  awareness  on  the

importance  of  accessible  safe  abortion  services ,  especially  amidst  the  pandemic .  

S O C I A L  M E D I A
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R E W I N D I N G  2 0 2 0
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H U M A N S  O F  A S A P



F E M I N I S T  N  C H I L L

Movie  recommendation  -  'Obvious

Child ' .   Review  by  Youth  Champion

from  India ,   Purnima  Singh

 

Click  the  image  to  read  review

M E M E S

1 0

https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/post/obvious-child-normalises-abortion-and-i-m-glad-for-it-review-by-purnima-singh


ISAY  partnered  with  MASUM  and  ASAP  for  a  national  webinar

called  '50  Years  of  MTP  Act-Gaps  and  Gains '  to  discuss  the  nuances

of  the  policies  regarding  abortions  in  India .  Suyash  Khubchandani

briefly  detailed  the  work  done  by  ISAY  and  how  our  partnership

with  MASUM  led  to  collaborations  for  workshops  and  many  other

activit ies .
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Shwetangi  Shinde  participated  in  the  making  of  a  reel  for

promotion  of  Gynopaedia  in  association  with  ASAP .  

C A N  A C T I V I T I E S

5 0  Y E A R S  O F  M T P  A C T  -  G A P S  A N D
G A I N S  |  M A S U M ,  I S A Y  &  A S A P  |  9 T H
A P R I L  

I N D I A  -  i n d i a  S A F E  A B O R T I O N
Y O U T H  A D V O C A T E S  ( i s a y )

G Y N O P E D I A  |  O N L I N E  |  A S A P ,  S T O R I E S
T O  A C T I O N  A N D  G Y N O P E D I A  |  1 2 T H
M A R C H

T H E  A B O R T I O N  C U R R I C U L U M  |  I S A Y  |
O N G O I N G  

Members  of  the  ISAY  team  worked  for  the  creation  of  a  toolkit  for

medical  students  as  a  guide  for  an  abortion  sensit ization

workshop .  It  includes  a  detailed  account  of  every  session  and

resource  material  that  would  be  required  to  conduct  a  basic

SOGIESC  and  abortion  advocacy  workshop

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CMOrtB1n8_i/
https://www.facebook.com/Mahila-Sarvangeen-Utkarsh-Mandal-150698061934232
https://www.facebook.com/isayadvocates/
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N E P A L  -  Y O U T H  L E D  S R H R  A D V O C A C Y  N E P A L  ( Y O - S H A N )

S E S S I O N  O N  S E X U A L  A N D
R E P R O D U C T I V E  H E A L T H  A N D
R I G H T S  |  P A H I C H A N  N E P A L  &
Y O S H A N  

Youth  Champion  Nir  Shrestha

conducted  a  virtual  session  on  the  topic

with  Blind  Youth  Association  Nepal .

S A F E  A B O R T I O N  R I G H T S
A N D  L E G A L  P R O V I S I O N S
I N  N E P A L  |  Y O S H A N  |
2 0 T H  J A N U A R Y

The  organizations  collaborated  to  ,

conduct  an  interactive  session  where

women  with  disabil it ies  from  all  the

provinces  actively  showed  up  to  share

their  l ived  experiences  related  to  sexual

and  reproductive  health .  The  session

was  faci l itated  by  Durga  Sapkota .

https://www.facebook.com/yoshanepal
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G A R D E N I N G  W O R K S H O P  |
O N E  B I L L I O N  R I S I N G

( O B R ) ,  S A N G A T  N E P A L
A N D  C E C I  N E P A L

 

YoSHAN  participated  in  thisworkshop  where

different  seeds  and  plants  were  planted  on

the  feminist  farm  provided  by  Yogashala

Nepal .  There  was  enormous  space  to  learn

and  share  with  each  other .  YoSHAN  Youth

Champion  Kamala  Bista  took  part  in  the

program  representing  YoSHAN .  

 

YoSHAN  as  part  of  RHRWG  along  with  other  organizations  has  been  engaging  in  creating  a  

 more  inclusive  law  in  the  country ,  which  can  ensure  women ’s  health  and  r ights .

A M E N D M E N T  O F  S A F E  M O T H E R H O O D  A N D  R E P R O D U C T I V E
H E A L T H  A C T  2 0 1 8  |  R E P R O D U C T I V E  H E A L T H  R I G H T S
W O R K I N G  G R O U P  ( R H R W G )  |  O N G O I N G

G U F F 4 Y O U T H  ( G 4 U )  |  Y O S H A N  |  1 9 T H  M A R C H

This  sessionwas  organized  on  Mental

health  and  SRHR   and  was

facil itated  by  Pushpa  Joshi  and  a

psychological  counselor  Shraddha

Pradhan .  In  the  session ,  the

interl inkages  between  SRHR  and

mental  health  were  explored  and

they  also  discussed  self-care

practices .  



P U B L I C A T I O N

On   International  Women ’s  Day ,   Durga  Sapkota  was  featured  in  a  national  newspaper  as

one  of  the  inspir ing  Nepali  women .  
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A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  2 0 2 0  |  Y A N S L  

One  of  the  milestones  of  the  f irst  quarter  of  the  year  2021  for  YANSL  was  the  Annual

General  Meeting  for  the  year  2020  held  on  the  21st  of  February  2021  from  9 .30  am  to  1 .30

pm  at  Enclave ,  Colombo .  The  AGM  brought  together  members  of  YANSL  from  i ts

inception  and  was  fol lowed  by  a  fel lowship  session .  Apart  from  the  presentation  of  the

Annual  Report ,  another  key  event  was  the  change  of  the  Board  of  Directors .
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S R I  L a n k a  -  y O U T H  A D V O C A C Y
N E T W O R K  S R I  L A N K A



The  2nd  Phase  of  We  Hear  You  (WHY )

reached  i ts  culmination  in  the  f irst

quarter  of  2021 .  Several  video

documentaries  were  produced  capturing

the  SRHR  needs  of  people  l iv ing  with

hearing  disabil it ies  and  the  developing

of  a  sign  language  glossary  on  SRHR  by

featuring  interviews  with  stakeholders

who  were  engaged  in  this  init iative  from

the  beginning  and  documentary  content

of  conducting  educational  and

awareness-raising  sessions  with  the

Rathmalana  School  for  the  Deaf  with  the

support  of  the  Sri  Lanka  Central

Federation  for  the  Deaf  (SLCFD ) .

The  project  reached  i ts  pinnacle  with  the

launch  of  a  disabil ity  fr iendly  website  on

SRHR  named  ‘We  Hear  You ’  featuring

information  extracted  from  the  SRHR

Booklet  of  FAQs  also  put  together

by  YANSL ,  and  also  videos  with  sign

language  interpretations .

W E  H E A R  Y O U  P H A S E  2
|  Y A N S L   
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o N g o i n g  P R O J E C T S



Due  to  constraints  posed  by  Covid  19  and  l imitations  of  physical  accessibil ity ,  the  2nd  phase  of

Amplify  Change  Project  was  re-strategized  to  conducting  a  small  research  targeting  law  students

and  legal  practit ioners  named  ‘Suggestions  for  Changes  in  Laws  Related  to  SRHR ’ .  During  the  f irst

quarter  of  2021 ,  the  research  was  conducted  through  online  surveys  and  telephone  calls  and  the

research  report  was  drafted  with  the  assistance  of  Shelani  Palihawadane .  The  research  is  currently

under  review  and  will  be  edited  and  put  to  print  soon .  A  policy  brief  is  also  being  formulated .

A M P L I F Y  C H A N G E  P H A S E  2  |  Y A N S L  
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A S A P  S M A L L  G R A N T S  P R O J E C T

Desaree  Soysa  and  Tharindi  Devadurendra ,  the  Small  Grants  Recipients  from  Asia  Safe

Abortion  Partnership  (ASAP )  continued  the  second  phase  of  their  project ,  which  is  to  collect

stories  of  women  and  girls  who  have  faced  diff iculties  in  accessing  SRHR  services  during  the

Covid-19  pandemic  induced  lockdown  and  share  them  in  the  form  of  blog  articles ,  animated

videos  and  posts  on  social  media  pages  of  YANSL .



Having  secured  the  grant  ‘Claiming  our  Voices :  Beij ing+25  Follow  Up  and  Review ’  by  Women ’s

Fund  Asia ,  a  project  was  launched  as  an  evidence  building  project  on  access  to  SRHR  services

before  and  during  Covid-19  focusing  on  women  and  girls  in  marginalized  communities  (ex .

disabil ity  community )  and  the  LGBTQ+ community  in  January  2021 .  In  partnership  with  Care

Consortium ,  a  concept  note  for  the  entire  project  setting  out  i ts  objectives  was  f inalized  during

the  month  of  February  and  discussions  of  how  to  create  the  videos  including  the  terms  of

reference  for  videographers  were  f inalized  by  the  beginning  of  March .  Focus  Group  discussions

were  held  online  towards  the  end  of  March  with  the  participation  of  about  10  participants  and

their  input  has  been  taken  for  the  conceptualization  of  the  video  scripts  and  f inding  respondents .

Currently ,  the  project  team  headed  by  Harini  Fernando  is  f inalizing  the  video  producers  for  the

project  and  identifying  individuals  as  Respondents  to  be  featured  in  the  videos .

W O M E N ' S  F U N D  A S I A  P R O J E C T
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YANSL  worked  with  Stories  to  Action  (STA )  and  ASAP  in  updating  the  Sri  Lanka  page  on

‘Gynopedia ’  during  the  1st  quarter  of  2021 .  As  a  method  of  collecting  information  to  update

the  page  and  make  SRHR  information  more  accessible .Members  of  YANSL  participated  in  a

Tweetathon  through  YANSL ’s  Twitter  page .

O N L I N E  C A M P A I G N S

G Y N O P E D I A  I T  |  A S A P  



YANSL  posted  several  posts  and  stories  over  different  Social  Media  Forums  on  the  importance

of  Sexuality  Education  targeting  the  International  Day  of  Education .  A  conversation  was  also

held  on  Comprehensive  Sexuality  Education  in  Sri  Lanka  featuring  Paba  Deshapriya ,  Director

of  The  Grassrooted  Trust  Sri  Lanka  and  moderated  by  Dakshitha  Wickremarathne  as  the  5th

Episode  of  the  Catalyst  Programme  (an  online  series  of  educational  sessions  conducted  by

YANSL  on  various  topics  related  to  Sexual  and  Reproductive  Health  and  Rights ,  and  broadly

on  Gender  and  Gender  Equality ) .

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A Y  O F  E D U C A T I O N  |  Y A N S L
|  O N L I N E
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In  collaboration  with  the  Rotaract  Club  of  the

Faculty  of  Law ,  University  of  Colombo ,  an  online

campaign  and  series  of  webinars  on  raising

awareness  on  the  r ights  of  the  LGBTQ+ Community

named  ‘Me ’  to  ‘We ’  was  conducted  by  YANSL  where

resourced  persons  from  within  the  organization  l ike

Desaree  Soysa  and  Tharindi  Devasurendra  spoke  of

same  sex  relationships ,  contraceptives ,  and  law

reforms  that  are  required  to  uphold  r ights  of

LGBTQ+ community .

' M E '  T O  ' W E '  |  Y A N S L  &
R O T A R A C T  C L U B  O F F A C U L T Y
O F  L A W



Continuing  the  init iative  conducted  in  partnership  with  the  Rotaract  Club  of  Panadura ,

another  webinar  of  SexEd101  was  conducted  on  the  topic  of  ‘Myths  surrounding  Virginity ’  by

Nishadhi  Gunathilake ,  yet  another  Youth  Champion .  The  presentation  called  good

engagement  and  meaningful  discussion  among  the  participants .

S E X  E D  1 0 1

2 0

A  couple  more  webinars  were  conducted

on  Sexual  and  Reproductive  Health

related  topics  in  partnership  with  the  Leo

Club  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts ,  University  of

Colombo .

YANSL  member  Sanduni  Hettigoda

conducted  a  session  in  Sinhala  language

attracting  a  wide  group  of  participants  on

the  topic  of  ‘Myths  on  Menstruation ’  while

another  member  of  YANSL  Nishadhi

Gunathilake  spoke  on  laws  and

regulations  surrounding  LGBTQ+

community  in  Sri  Lanka .

F E M  F O R C E

YANSL  became  a  partner  organization  in  the

South  East  Asia  Youth  Advocacy  Network

(SYAN ) ,  which  is  a  network  which  aims  to

bring  youth  focused ,  adolescent  focused

groups  together  and  create  a  network  in  the

region  and  create  knowledged  advocacy

resources  based  on  a  module  already

developed  through  an  online  course .

S O U T H  E A S T  A S I A  Y O U T H
A D V O C A C Y  N E T W O R K  ( S Y A N )  

E X T E R N A L  E N G A G E M E N T S



Sanjana  Ravi  and  Harini  Fernando  participated  in  the  Generation  Equality  Forum  from  29th  of

31st  of  March  representing  YANSL .

G E N E R A T I O N  E Q U A L I T Y  F O R U M

Dakshitha  Wickremarathne  and  Priski la  Arulpragasam  rendered  their  services  as  resource

persons  by  developing  training  modules  and  training  manual  to  conduct  trainings  for  Youth

Camps  organized  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  of  Sri  Lanka  in  the  three  off icial  languages

– English ,  Sinhala  and  Tamil .  Dakshtiha  and  Nishadhi  conducted  the  pilot  training  in  the  Youth

Camp  held  in  Galle  and  Nishadhi  again  conducted  a  second  training  held  in  Galle .

Y O U T H  C A M P S  |  F P A  S R I  L A N K A  

T H A N K  Y O U !
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C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  O N  o n l i n e !

discussions .asap@gmail .com

https://www.instagram.com/safeabortion_asap/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/AsiaSafeAbortionPartnership
https://twitter.com/asapasia
https://www.asapblog-prochoicediscussions.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASAPasia/videos
https://soundcloud.com/asapconversations
https://asap-asia.org/

