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From the Desk of the Coordinator
The Power of Partnerships

While the ideas and ideologies for every revolution may have emerged from a handful of leaders, 
making the change real has been possible only when many people join in and it truly becomes a 
movement for change.

In this decade we have seen a range of such revolts and revolutions starting from Occupy Wall Street 
to the Arab spring to the recent # MeToo campaign.

We at ASAP have been working for the last 10 years to initiate and grow a regional movement that we 
hope will lead to a revolution for women and girls in our region.

A future where patriarchy is dismantled, where everyone has the right to live in a dignified way, 
making their choices for sexuality and reproduction of their own free will and without any fear of 
harm or punishment.

The revolution wants to shift control away from governments that decide your sexual and 
reproductive life, away from men who decide women and girls’ sexual activity and reproductive 
milestones, away from religious and cultural practises than condone and reinforce misogyny, away 
from economic models that make it impossible to get safe healthcare if you are poor, away from a 
pattern of war where rape is a weapon, away from moral restrictions on education that prevent 
information being given on sex and sexuality, away from a world where small children are forced to 
have sex with older men in a system of legitimized rape aka ‘child marriages’.
Preventing abortion access is the final control of the walled city of the patriarchy. 

The first wave to break against the walls happened in the 1960s when the Oral Pill gave women the 
ability to control their fertility. It was promptly dubbed the ‘sexual revolution’ because that is exactly 
what the patriarchy has always feared---the ability for women to have sex the way men can—of their 
own choice and without fear of life threatening consequences. 

The Medical Abortion Pill has been greeted with similar trepidation, and the deluge of 
mis-information, suppression and control is a reflection of the fact that once this wall breaks down 
and women can terminate an unwanted pregnancy early and even on their own, the final frontier 
would have been breached. 

We are delighted to share with you some highlights of our 10 year journey, hand in hand with some 
amazing partners working towards the transformation of the world as we know it. Some come in the 
guise of funders, some as Country Network mentors, some as Youth Champions, some as trainers. 

It is the Power of these Partnerships that has sustained us, helped us grow and evolve, ready to take 
on more challenges.

We welcome all of you to join us as we look forward to the next 10 years with gratitude for your 
support and a vison of a better life for all the women and girls in our region!

Suchitra Dalvie
Coordinator



Shifting the discourse and 
strengthening linkages

ASAP has always believed that safe abortion is not an advocacy agenda in isolation. It is part of the 
larger and broader canvas of women’s rights, human rights, sexuality and gender identity issues. In 
fact it is difficult to imagine any movement against inequality injustice and oppression that cannot 
align with ours!

Migrant labour rights, sex workers’ rights, right to comprehensive sexuality education, prevention of 
child marriages, contraceptive access, de-militarization, stopping FGM—each and every one of these 
movements and more have something to offer us and something to learn from us. 

We believe that working together in partnership is the only way that our movements will evolve and 
grow collectively till they become a force no one can ignore or oppose.

It is with this ethos that we have also invested in growing programmes like the Regional Youth Think 
Tanks, working with Healthcare Providers as Agents of Change, supported telephone hotlines to 
provide women and girls with information on misoprostol and safe abortion.

Here are some photo highlights of all that work.
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https://www.facebook.com/bayaofficial/?fref=ts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWGZskfJVZo
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www.renren.com/585708176/profile
www.weibo.com/u/3064994567
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwv81v96ick&t=110s
http://www.rhmjournal.org.uk/key-topics/abortion/
http://www.rhmjournal.org.uk/key-topics/abortion/
http://www.rhmjournal.org.uk/key-topics/abortion/


3rd Youth Advocacy Institute:
Date: October 2017 | Location: Mumbai, India

The team conducted their third Youth Advocacy Institute with 21 medical students. The 
objective of the workshop was to provide participants with credible information around 
issues related to SRHR but also broadly around questions of sex, gender, and patriarchy. 
The workshop also had participants engage in a range of activities such as having the 
women go out and buy condoms from a chemist and men buy sanitary napkins! 

Participants used their learning from the workshop to develop a range of viral digital 
content such as memes. The team released a video to highlight the event. 
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iransac.com
http://www.theaproject.org/
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/articleSelectPrefsTemp?Redirect=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.rhmjournal.org%252Fretrieve%252Fpii%252FS0968808016300088&key=bc74345a9e25e7b9489620cf80e2e3ca2f300f05
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/articleSelectPrefsTemp?Redirect=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.rhmjournal.org%252Fretrieve%252Fpii%252FS0968808016300088&key=bc74345a9e25e7b9489620cf80e2e3ca2f300f05
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http://asap-asia.org/information/
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https://www.facebook.com/youthcann/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1508408726122286)
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http://asap-asia.org/blog/safe-abortion-through-gender-lens/
https://youtu.be/mrZhk0rodwE


12

https://www.facebook.com/NFWWDPK/?fref=ts
https://youtu.be/PTFUERGrlv0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juPFcSR0XXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRMhoZPZOEU
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https://www.facebook.com/YANSriLanka/?pnref=lhc
https://www.facebook.com/YANSriLanka/?pnref=lhc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJfJlyYPxeU
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https://www.facebook.com/events/338982946297062/
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for their support in organizing this conference.

The 
Asia Safe Abortion Partnership

thanks

We also thank

for their support over the
last 10 years and beyond.
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